
blame     masters           victims          dehumanisation 
 
freedom      resistance        cargo            justice 
 
diaspora          African            goods            trade 
 
equality           European       survival          black 
 
white               slave                enslave         sugar 
 
suffering         death               hunger          remembrance 

Talking about 

Questions  
• What do the words in the box mean? Do some of 

them have different meanings when talking 
about slavery? 

• How can we use them to talk about the picture? 
Runaway slave Gordon: captured and tortured after joining the Union Army. This 

photograph appeared in Harper’s Weekly, July 1863. 

S L A V E R Y 



Questions 
• How do you feel about Dunn’s use of the word 

‘mulatto’ to describe the Mesopotamia slaves? 
• How far should historians use the language of the 

past OR their own time to talk about historical 
events and processes? 

• How do these rules apply to visual materials? 
 

From: Richard S. Dunn’s chapter on ‘“Dreadful Idlers” in the Cane Fields: 
The Slave Labour Pattern on a Jamaican Sugar Estate, 1762-1831’ in Barbara 
L Solow and Stanley Engelmann (eds) British Capitalism and Caribbean 
Slavery The Legacy of Eric Williams (Cambridge University Press), pp. 163-
190. 

Some elements adapted from International Slavery Museum   
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